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(no other species were available to him) and found them morphologically more similar to the former and, for this reason, he tentatively included marellii in that genus. According to Estes (1983) the holotype was no longer available, and he considered it to be a nomen dubium. However, the holotype was recently found in the Colecci6n Paleontol6gica de Vertebrados of the Instituto Miguel Lillo (PVL) under the number PVL 906. There is a significant correlation between the length of the trunk vertebrae and the snout-vent length (SVL) of the extant species examined. Using this line regression formula, we estimate the SVL of A. marellii to be about 330 mm (Fig. 2) , a medium-sized amphisbaenian.
Until a wider comparison with additional species of Amphisbaena can be done, we tentatively consider A. marellii to be a valid species because it differs from all of the species with which it was compared. There is a significant correlation between the length of the trunk vertebrae and the snout-vent length (SVL) of the extant species examined. Using this line regression formula, we estimate the SVL of A. marellii to be about 330 mm (Fig. 2) , a medium-sized amphisbaenian.
Until a wider comparison with additional species of Amphisbaena can be done, we tentatively consider A. marellii to be a valid species because it differs from all of the species with which it was compared.
